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women, and children in America and around
the world who cannot read.

Our society has a responsibility to ensure
individuals have the educational opportuni-
ties to learn to read. Literacy is a basic re-
quirement for healthy societies and enables
people to better care for themselves and their
families. Reading also encourages participa-
tion in the democratic process and helps peo-
ple reach their full potential through self-reli-
ance and independence.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing children and adults gain the reading skills
they need to succeed in life. Through No
Child Left Behind programs such as Reading
First, Early Reading First, and Striving Read-
ers, we are challenging the soft bigotry of
low expectations and helping to provide stu-
dents with the foundation to achieve their
dreams. Reading also helps adults to be bet-
ter consumers, and wider literacy increases
economic participation, which helps to create
more stable and vibrant economies. The
White House Conference on Global Lit-
eracy, led by First Lady Laura Bush, is work-
ing to promote literacy for individuals of all
ages and help give people around the world
the skills necessary for success. By increasing
literacy, we can help change lives and equip
all people with the knowledge and tools to
excel in the 21st century.

On Literacy Day, we recognize the great
value of reading and encourage individuals
around the world to take an active role in
promoting literacy. Together, we can build
a stronger society and a bright future for peo-
ple everywhere.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 18,
2006, as Literacy Day. I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with
programs and activities that advance literacy
for Americans and all the people of the
world. By donating books to local libraries,
volunteering to tutor, supporting inter-
national literacy programs, and fostering a
learning environment in the home, citizens
across this great Nation can make a dif-
ference and help their fellow Americans and
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people throughout the world enjoy the bene-
fits of literacy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 19, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 20. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 16, 2006

Good morning. On Monday I visited New
York, Pennsylvania, and the Pentagon to at-
tend memorials marking the fifth anniversary
of the 9/11 attacks. It was an emotional day
for me and for our country. On that day, we
remembered those who lost their lives, and
we paid tribute to those who gave their lives
so that others might live. We rededicated
ourselves to protecting the American people
from another attack.

Next week, I will return to New York,
where I will address the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. I look forward to talking to
the world leaders gathered there about our
obligation to defend civilization and how we
must work together to support the forces of
freedom and moderation throughout the
Middle East.

As we work with the international commu-
nity to defeat the terrorists and extremists,
we must also provide our military and intel-
ligence professionals the tools they need to
keep our country safe. Congress is consid-
ering two vital pieces of legislation to help
us do just that. My administration is working
closely with members of both parties to pass
these bills.

The first bill would allow us to use military
commissions to try suspected terrorists for
war crimes. We need this legislation because
the Supreme Court has ruled that military
commissions must be explicitly authorized by
Congress.
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Recently, I announced that 14 suspected
terrorists, including Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med, the man believed to be the mastermind
of the 9/11 attacks, had been transferred to
Guantanamo Bay. As soon as Congress acts
to authorize the military commissions I have
proposed, the men our intelligence agencies
believed helped orchestrate the deaths of
nearly 3,000 Americans on September the
11th, 2001, can face justice.

This bill will also provide clear rules for
our personnel involved in detaining and
questioning captured terrorists. The informa-
tion the Central Intelligence Agency has ob-
tained by questioning men like Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed has helped disrupt terrorist
plots, including planned strikes inside the
United States and on a U.S. Marine base in
east Africa, an American consulate in Paki-
stan, and Britain’s Heathrow Airport. This
CIA program has saved American lives and
the lives of people in other countries.

Unfortunately, the recent Supreme Court
decision put the future of this program in
question, and we need this legislation to save
it. There is debate about the specific pro-
posals in this bill, and my administration will
work with Congress to find common ground.
I have one test for this legislation: The intel-
ligence community must be able to tell me
that the bill Congress sends to my desk will
allow this vital program to continue.

The second bill before Congress would
modernize our electronic surveillance laws
and provide additional authority for the ter-
rorist surveillance program. I authorized the
National Security Agency to operate this vital
program in response to the 9/11 attacks. It
allows us to quickly monitor terrorist com-
munications between someone overseas and
someone in America. It has helped detect
and prevent terrorist attacks on our own
country. The principle behind this program
is clear: When Al Qaida operatives are calling
into or out of our country, we need to know
who they are calling, why they are calling,
and what they are planning.

Both these bills are essential to winning
the war on terror, so we will work with legis-
lators from both sides of the aisle to get them
passed. By passing these critical bills, we will
bring terrorists to justice, continue collecting
vital intelligence from captured terrorists in
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a lawful way, and monitor terrorist commu-
nications, so we can stop new attacks on our
Nation.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
September 15 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
16. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 15 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In
his address, the President referred to Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, senior Al Qaida leader re-
sponsible for planning the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attack, who was captured in Pakistan on
March 1, 2003. He also referred to H.R. 6054,
the “Military Commissions Act of 2006,” and S.
2455 and S. 3874, both concerning the terrorist
surveillance program. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Presidential Determination on Major
Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries for Fiscal Year
2007

September 15, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006—24

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Major Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries for Fiscal Year 2007

Pursuant to section 706(1) of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, FY03 (Public
Law 107-228) (FRAA), I hereby identify the
following countries as major drug transit or
major illicit drug producing countries: Af-
ghanistan, The Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil,
Burma, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ec-
uador, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Jamaica,
Laos, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, and Venezuela.

A country’s presence on the Majors List
is not necessarily an adverse reflection of its
government’s counternarcotics efforts or
level of cooperation with the United States.
Consistent with the statutory definition of a
major drug transit or drug producing country
set forth in section 481(e)(2) and (5) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended
(FAA), one of the reasons that major drug



